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Dee in the woods where nobody goes, isa clearing near a gentle
river. It'sthe home of two teddy bears named Theodore and Tilly-
Bear.

Teddy bearsnormally live with human kind. They are usually
given as a gift to a person, and that person beacomesthe bear's
spedal friend. Theodore and Tilly-Bear are different. They don't
live with human kind, but they do have a very special friend
named Jesus, whom they love and serve.



Early one summer morning, when a beautiful new day was
beginning, Tilly-Bear awoke from a goal night©s dee. Thefirst
sounds dhe heard were the birds snging and the water gently
flowing down the river nearby. The sun wasjust beginning to
shinethrough thetrees. It wasgoing to be a perfed summer day.

As e began to get out of bed, she suddenly realized that
Theodore, her brother, had gotten up before her and was gone.
All that remained in his place was Theodore©sllittle teddy bear
named Tiny Ted. Theodore always segswith Tiny Ted at night.
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Tilly-Bear began toworry. For almost two weeks, Theodor e had
gotten up before she did, was gone all day, and came home late at
night to ee. She hardly ever saw him anymore. He wasn©t
eating, and certainly not getting enough rest. Hejust wasn®©t his
old self.

Something was bothering Theodore and Tilly-Bear had no idea
what it was. He had never acted thisway before. All she knew for
certain wasthat Theodore liked to spend time at his prayer log
near the amp where he would study his Bible and seek out the
Lord.
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Tilly-Bear decided the best thing to do wasto try to chee
Theodore up. She put on her prettiest dress Then, shewent to a
secre placein the woods where she had hidden something speaal.
It was me chocolate truffleswith ared cherry inthemiddle- a
raretreat, espedally for ateddy bear. She had been saving these
trufflesfor a special occasion and now seemed like asgoad atime
asany to take them out and eat them.



After setting the table and making anice mug o chocolate milk,
Tilly-Bear walked through the woods looking for Theodore and
found him at hisprayer log, praying and studying hisBible.



"Are you all right?" asked Tilly-Bear.

"Oh, I©m all right," said Theodore. " | just neead to spend alittle
more time studying my Bible and seeking out theLord."



" But, Theodore, you©ve been doing thisfor almost two weeks. Y ou
haven©t been deging right and you©ve hardly eaten a thing. |
found something speaal for you to eat if you©Ill come home. Is this
so important that you can©t stop for awhileto eat and rest?"
asked Tilly-Bear.

"1tOsvery, very important,” said Theodore. " |©ll beall right. Just
leave me alone for alittlewhilelonger."



So Tilly-Bear went back to their campsite, and began to pray,

" Oh Daddy God, please watch out for my brother, Theodore.
Don®t let anything happen to him. Help him to find what he©s
looking for and keep him safe.”



Then she couldn®©t hold the tears back any more, and she began to
cry.



By afternoon, Tilly-Bear had deaded that the best way to keg
her mind off of worr y wasto kegy busy taking care of the flowers.
As frewaswatering each plant and trimming those that needed
attention she wuld hear something coming toward her through

the woaods.



It was Theodore, running just asfast as he wuld yelling, " |©ve gat
it! [©vegat it!©



Tilly-Bear didn©t know what to make of this, but it wasniceto see
her brother acting normal and bubbling over with excitement.
"What haveyou got?" asked Tilly-Bear, pleased that God had
answered her prayer.



"WeOregoing to build a monastery!" said Theodore. " We©ve got
to get all the other teddy bearstogether for church next Sunday so
| can tell them all about it."



Then Theodore began to notice that hewas hungry because he
hadn©t had anything to eat in days. " 1©m starved. What have we
got to eat?"

" There are some chocolate truffleswith ared cherry in the middle
on thetablethat | saved just for you. With a nice mug of chocolate
milk, | bet that would make your tummy feel real goad,” said
Tilly-Bear.



" But what areyou going to eat?" asked Theodore.

" Oh, 1©Il find something," Tilly-Bear replied. But Theodore knew
there was nothing for her to eat.

"Tilly-Bear," said Theodore, " | can©t eat thetrufflesand let you
go hungry. Jesuswouldn®©t do that. If Jesus had some truffles and
therewas ateddy bear that had nothing to eat, he would share it
along with his chocolate milk. Besides, if we share thetrufflesit©ll
be a way to celebrate and |©m ready to have some fun."



So the two bears dhared thetruffles and the dhocolate milk, and
then sat down by the river to soak up the sun and do some fishing.



Thefollowing Sunday all the teddy bearswho lived in the woods
gathered together for their weekly church meeting. Tilly-Bear
began the servicewith a prayer.



" Jesus, we love you very much and you will always be every teddy
bear ©s edal friend. We hope you like our singing. Even though
we can®©t see you, we know you are here. You©re alwayswelcomein
thisplace even if you aren©t a teddy bear, but the Son of God [1].
Finally, we want to thank you for giving our Brother Theodore a
very special message to share with usthismorning. Amen."

[1] SCRIPTURE REFERENCE: (1 John 4:15KJV) Whosoever shall confessthat Jesusisthe Son
of God, God dwelleth in him, and hein God.



Then Tilly-Bear said, " Now let©s sng Our God isan Awesome
God."

Our God isan awesome God.
He reigns from heaven above,
With wisdom, power, and love,
Our God isan awesome God.

(REPEAT THREE TIMES)

Our God isan awesome God.

(REPEAT FOUR TIMES)



Human ear s have never heard the sound of teddy bears snging
together likethis- and never will. Only God, who can hear all
things[2], can hear the music of a choir of teddy bears praising
Him. 1t©sthe highest honor the teddy bearscan give their Daddy
God.

[2] SCRIPTURE REFERENCE: (John 9:31KJV) Now we know that God heareth not sinners: but
if any man be a wor shipper of God, and doeth hiswill, him he heareth.



When everybody had settled down, Theodore got up from his
chair and began to speak, " Long agq our Daddy God looked
down on the Earth and saw that children neaded a speaal friend.
So, He decided to create the teddy bear so the diildren would have
something they could hug, and love, and sleep with, that would be
just like Jesus. For hundreds of years, every teddy bear has been
doing thisand our Daddy God isvery pleased with all of us."

" A couple of weeks ago, | waswondering if therewas morewe
bears could do. | began studying my Bibleand | learned that just
being like Jesusisnot enough. We haveto tell theworld about
Jesus. Then | discovered that Daddy God is going to do something
new [3], right now, something He had never done before,
something that was impossble before: He©s going to raise up an
army of teddy bears[4] totell theworld Jesus Loves You."



" Sinceweteddy bearsarenot allowed to talk in front of humans,
weOr e going to usethe Internet to build a spedal place. ItOll bea
monastery in cybear spacewhere everybody in the world can come
and learn about Jesus."

Theteddy bears cheered. At last, their Daddy God had chosen
them to do something very speaal - something that only they
could do. That brought them great joy.

[3] SCRIPTURE REFERENCE: (Isa 4319KJV) Behald, | will do anew thing; now it shall spring
forth; shall yenot know it? | will even make away in thewilderness and riversin the desert.

[4] SCRIPTURE REFERENCE: (1 Cor 1:27 KJV) But God hath chosen the fodish things of the
world to confound the wise; and God hath chosen the weak things of the world to confound the
thingswhich are mighty;



The news gpread quickly that Theodoreand Tilly-Bear were going
to build a monastery in cybear space The only problem was that
the two bears didn©t have a computer, eledricity, or even a
telephone. Then winter came, and the two bears had to leave the
woods they once made their home and find a new placeto live.



"Theodore, look" , said Tilly-Bear, " Isn©t that Mary, the mother of
Jesus, sticking out of the snow? It must be a sign from God!"

"Well, actually", said Theodore, " 1t©s a nativity scenein front of
somebody©s house. Careful you don®©t trip over thelittle shee
that©sin front of you buried in the snow."

"Well, anybody with a nativity scenein front of their house must
be a Christian. Besides, |©m cold, and it looks awful warm inside.
Let©s xeif they©ll inviteusin."



S0, the two bears knocked on the door to see who was home. It
turned out that a goal Christian family did livein the house and
they invited thetwo bearsto stay for aslong asthey liked. The
bear s could even use the family©s big powerful Internet computer
to build a Web site. It wasn©t long after that before the Teddy
Bear M onastery started operating in cybear space Then
Theodore, Tilly-Bear, and all of their teddy bear friendshad a
way to tell theworld Jesus Loves You - just as God commanded
them to do.



Y ou want Jesusto beyour speaal friend? All you©vegot todois
ask, likethis:

Jesus, | want you to be my special friend,
and | want to be your speaal friend.
Then we @an betogether forever and ever.

Amen
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